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Introduction 

 
"I think you deserve great credit for finally locating Foster's sixty-eight 

page "translation" of Grandfather's four-volume daily diary of his successive 

Civil War experience. I found that reading the original writings was so taxing 

and tedious that I soon gave it up, the pages were so faded, and they were 

approaching the invisible. All that adds the more credit to Foster's grand 

accomplishment and driving effort." So wrote Dr. Robert W. Bruce, a former 

professor of fifty-five years at Wabash College, in a letter to his niece, Carol 

Martin Dyer, dated February 15, 1968. 

 

On March 20, 1863, while camped near the village of Triune, 

Tennessee, Daniel E. Bruce, my great, great grandfather, completed what would 

be the first of four black leather ledgers, in which he records this eyewitness 

accounts of the Civil War. He ends the first diary with this entry: "I must be 

ready to say farewell to this life, and if I must lay my body in this rebel land 

then I want this book for my children, that they may see what their father saw 

and spent in the army for them. A good many mistakes can be corrected." 

 

Daniel’s second ledger ends with his entry of December 31, 1963. "This 

now finishes the month of December, and this book has been carried through 

many dreary, wet, cold and stormy days, and through dangers seen and unseen. 

Christmas came and has gone for the year. Thanks be to God for the past year, 

for the blessings that I have enjoyed, and it is my earnest desire to trying to live 

a moral life." The second book’s last passage reads: “Wrote by Daniel E. Bruce, 

while a soldier and while at Kelly’s Landing. Belong to Co. E, 87
th

 Ind. Vol., 

commanded by Col. Gleeson.” 

 

Daniel begins the third volume of his personal history in January of 

1864. After enduring famous battles at Lookout Mountain and at Missionary 

Ridge over the past two months, he is camped at Chattanooga, Tennessee, to 

begin the New Year. Wet and cold, “with coat froze stiff,” and “shiver like a 

dog.” he writes, "I will even try to be content, teaching myself to hope for the 

best. It is for you Elizabeth that I Fear."  

 

On Friday, February 26th, Daniel writes, "moved over to the regiment. 

Am staying in my brother-in-law’s (Alfred Hizer) tent." Only a few months 

later, on Wednesday, August 17 would Daniel learn of Alfred’s death. "William 

Rance came and told me that the official report was that brother Alfred Hizer 

died on the 8th or 9th of August, this month at Kingston, Georgia." Three 

months later, he would record his visit to Alfred’s grave. 

 

While camped at Kingston, Georgia after the pursuit of General Hood, 

Daniel’s entry of Friday, November 4 read, "Walked to the graveyard
1
 to see 

the grave of Alfred Hizer, wife's brother, who died August 8th, 1864."  

 
Daniel ends his series of four diaries on June 25, 1865, two years and a 

little less than ten months after leaving his wife and daughter to fight in the 

Civil War. The entry simply reads, "The first time I have slept in a bed since I 

left home." 

 
I believe that I first became aware of my great, great grandfather's Civil 

War diary back in the late 1950's while visiting with my grandparents, Mr. and 

Mrs. James M. Bruce. Their farm, the old Henry Bruce homestead, was located 

at Lake Bruce in Harrison Twp. of Pulaski County, Indiana. I would come up 

from the west side of Indianapolis every year to spend a couple of weeks 

visiting and playing with my Uncle John, who was thirteen months older. 

Between hoeing weeds in the cornfields and listening to the Chicago Cubs on 

                                                 
1
 Alfred Hizer grave was later moved to Section A, Grave 484 in the Marietta National Cemetery, 

Marietta, Georgia. BMF 



the radio, my grandparents would tell me stories about our family; I always 

found these stories quite enjoyable.  

 
My grandmother, Alma V. (Edlin) Bruce was one of the most 

fascinating women I ever met. She is the one individual most responsible for 

my love of history. I just loved to sit and listen to her stories, to have her recall 

events around the lake as well as her earlier years in Boone County, Indiana. 

 

In late March of 1947, a devastating fire destroyed approximately 

seventy-five percent of the old original Henry Bruce farmhouse. My 

grandparents and their children were reared on this farm, as were Bruce family 

members before them - a total of one hundred-six years. A number of the prize 

possessions (photographs and mementos) were saved but still a certain number 

of prized items passed down through the generations were lost forever. 

 

The first mention of Foster Bruce to me was by my grandmother. She 

showed me a small fourteen page pamphlet which Foster had made for family 

members, titled Bruce Family 1916
2
. It had been passed out to various family 

members during the annual reunions which would take place each August, 

usually on the 20th of the month. These Bruce reunions would usually be held 

at the grove of Ben Bruce on the north side of the lake. They were always well 

attended, as evidenced by a photograph of the Second Annual Reunion in 1913, 

which had approximately two hundred and twenty-five participants. Although 

this was the start of my interest in genealogy, regretfully the bug did not really 

take hold until after the death of my grandmother in June of 1975. My 

grandfather Bruce passed away eleven days later; a weakened heart simply 

broke after losing this companion of forty-seven years. 

 

After the death of my grandparents, I was given my grandfather’s copy 

of Diary of a Civil War Veteran 1862 to 1865, by Daniel Bruce,
3
 which had 

been presented to him on July 3, 1974 by the Pulaski County Genealogical 

Society. Foster Bruce had provided a copy of his manuscript to the newspaper 

to share with the community Daniel’s personal memories, conveyed through his 

four black, leather-bound ledgers. My grandparents took great pleasure in 

reading this document in their final year; it provided a great source of 

enjoyment to them. 

 

In April of 1979, I received the complete military service records of 

Daniel E. Bruce from the Military Service Records at the National Archives in 

Washington, D.C. These records, which are part of this collection, were very 

insightful. The collection also includes the legal work done by both Otto Bruce 

and Foster Bruce in securing military pensions for Daniel and later Widow’s 

Division’s pension for Sarah. 

 

During the spring of 1982, while on a business trip to Colorado Springs, 

Colorado, I had the opportunity to meet the two children of Dr. Robert W. 

Bruce. It was wonderful to meet John R. Bruce and his wife, Jeanette, and 

Emily Bruce Rolfe and learn even more about their father as well as Otto J. and 

Foster Bruce and the family’s strong bond with Wabash College.  

 

It was during this meeting and subsequent correspondence that I learned 

of the work Foster had done with authorities at the Indiana University 

Department of History and the development of the article for The Indiana 

Magazine of History
4
. Later that summer, Emily sent me a copy of a letter that 

                                                 
2
 Bruce, Foster. The Bruce Family - 1916.  

Note: Bruce authored the pamphlet between his junior and senior year at Wabash College. BMF  
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 Bruce, Daniel E. "Diary of a Civil War Veteran." Pulaski County Democrat. Weekly Series of Articles 

from 3 Jan l935 to 5 Mar l936. 

 

4 Bruce, Foster. "Daniel E. Bruce: Civil War Teamster." Indiana Magazine of History Vol. XXXIII. (1937) 

p.187-198. 



her father, Dr. Robert W. Bruce, had sent to his niece, Carol Martin Dyer, in 

1968 about the Daniel Bruce Diary translation and its location in the Indiana 

State Library in Indianapolis, Indiana. A copy of this letter is a part of this 

collection. 

 

In the late summer of 1982, I visited the Indiana State Library and 

obtained a full copy of the Personal Memorandum of Experience in the Civil 

War, being a copy of record kept by Daniel E. Bruce
5
, as translated by Foster 

Bruce. It includes muster records and miscellaneous notes provided by Foster as 

well as a few notes from his brother, Dr. Robert W. Bruce. The library was 

extremely receptive to my inquiry and very helpful in providing total access to 

this document in the manuscript section.  

 

Later, I would learn that Foster’s uncle, Milo M. Bruce would be very 

instrumental in developing an ongoing history of the Hizer family, providing a 

history of Sarah E. Bruce's line. In the summer of 1983, Alan F. Hizer, an 

attorney in Winamac, Indiana provided me a copy of the History of the Hizer 

Family
6
. While going through this document, it was evident a great deal of time 

and effort was spent developing and maintaining an accurate lineage of the 

family. Someone was always designated as Secretary and charged with securing 

family records and preparing them for the next family gathering; thus ensuring 

that future generations would be exposed to the family pedigree. 

 

Jack K. Overmyer, editor and publisher of the Rochester Sentinel, 

contacted me in the fall of 1991, concerning the Daniel Bruce Diary and any 

related information that would be helpful in doing a book on the 87th Regiment 

of the Indiana Volunteers Infantry. We had a very enjoyable conversation in 

regards to diary locations at the State Library and the serialization of the diary 

in the Pulaski County Democrat
7
 that I had provided to the Fulton County 

Historical Society. He later sent to me a copy of his first publication, Indiana 

Indomitable 87th Infantry Regiment
8
.  

 

On August 8 of 1997, in an interview with the South Bend Tribune, Jack 

spoke of the Bruce diary. "Then I came upon the diary of a teamster, Daniel 

Bruce, who ran a six-mule supply wagon." Overmyer continued, "Most of the 

soldiers were literate and articulate and their was no censorship, so many of the 

papers reprinted the soldiers' letters and notes in their entirety."
9  

 

In late fall of 1997, Mr. Overmyer's first book
10

 was released, and I was 

extremely pleased to see that Daniel Bruce’s diary was a very integral part of 

his book.  

 

A history always seems so much more authentic when filled with the 

grit and substance that only can be augmented only by true hands-on accounts 

as individuals bring historical sites and monuments to life. Obviously it was a 
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very enjoyable read for me, especially when the book is filled with your 

ancestors.  

 

Any individual interested in Civil War history will certainly find 

Daniel’s story well worth their while. Daniel E. Bruce’s diary provides an 

excellent resource. 

 

Bruce M. Foster  

Plymouth, Indiana 

2nd great grandson of  

Daniel E. and Sarah E. (Hizer) Bruce 

March, 2007 



About the Author 
 

                   

 

 

Daniel E. Bruce    

(1836-1920) 

 

 

 

Teamster, Company “E” of the 87
th

 

Regiment of the Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry. 
 

 

 

 

 

Daniel E. Bruce was born on June 6
th

, 1836 although exactly where is of some 

dispute. Some family notes have him born in Center Twp., Union (now Snyder) County, 

Pennsylvania;  the eldest of 11 children to Abraham & Sarah A. (Hoch) Bruce, both 

natives of Pennsylvania. Daniel settled in Lake Bruce, Union Twp., Fulton County, 

Indiana, arriving with his family on September 24
th

, 1837 from Seneca (now part of 

Sandusky) County, Ohio. This location is most likely the true birthplace of Daniel, as the 

family briefly settled in the Black Swamp area of Ohio on a land patent which Abraham 

received from the United States Government on May 21
st
, 1835.  

He was married October 11
th

, 1857 in Fulton County, Indiana to Miss Sarah E. 

Hizer, daughter of Aaron & Elizabeth Hizer. Soon after their marriage, they started the 

farm in Harrison Twp. of Pulaski County a few miles west of Lake Bruce.  To this union 

was born nine children: Naomi E., Alfred A.(who died less then a month before Daniel’s 

enlistment), Aaron A, Emma Alice, Otto J., Milo M., Cora V., Della J. and Levi.  

On August 11
th

, 1862, he enlisted in Company E, Eighty-seventh Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry in Pleasant Grove (Kewanna), Indiana; went to camp at South Bend, 

Indiana, and was mustered in August 31
st
 at Indianapolis, Indiana. He was detailed as a 

teamster, was mustered out June 10
th

, 1865 near Washington, D.C. and was discharged at 

Indianapolis, Indiana on June 24
th

, 1865.  

During this period of service, Daniel kept a day to day diary of his personal 

experiences in the Civil War. The personal memorandum was maintained in four black 

leather bound ledgers which were later “translated” by Daniel’s grandson, Foster Bruce 

of Crown Point, Indiana. Daniel provided this detailed view of his experience during the 

Civil War, without the advantage of any formal education.  

Daniel was one of the organizers of the Greenland Sunday School, serving as 

Superintendent and Director of Music for many years. Later, with others, he organized 

the Christian Evangelical Church and the Pleasant Hill Sunday School, of which he was 

an active member all of his life. 

The last 14 years of his life was in the family home on the south bank of Lake 

Bruce, where Daniel peacefully passed away in the afternoon of July 19th, 1920. Daniel 

was buried in the Pleasant Hill (Greenland) Cemetery. 



 

About the Translator 

 

 

 

 

Foster Bruce 

(1895-1942) 

 

 

 

 

Attorney at Law, Bruce & Bruce,     

Crown Point, Indiana 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Foster was born in Crown Point on April 7, 1895. He graduated from Crown Point 

High School in 1913 and received his Bachelor of Arts degree in History at Wabash 

College in 1917. Foster, son of Otto & Lillian (Foster) Bruce had two sisters, Dorothy 

Bruce Schlegel and Leone Bruce Martin and a brother, Robert W. Bruce.  

Foster was married in 1920 to Ruth Sayers, who borne him with triplet daughters, 

Helen, Leone and Jeanette.   

He was a graduate of the first Officers’ Training camp at Fort Benjamin Harrison 

in 1917 and aided in establishing Camp Taylor, Kentucky. He later assisted in the 

organization of a machine gun training camp at Augusta, Georgia. After the signing of 

the Armistice, he returned to Crown Point where he entered into the practice of law with 

his father, Otto J. Bruce, in the firm of Bruce & Bruce. 

Foster took an active interest in the activities of Fred Schmidt Post 20, American 

Legion; serving a year as its Commander and as the Historian of the post as well as 

serving in the district and state organizations. He also acted as Treasurer of the Old 

Settler and Historical Association for several years. For a decade or more, Foster was 

chairman of the local chapter of Red Cross, in which he had long taken active interest. He 

was a member of the First Presbyterian church since school age. 

  Foster worked very diligently in the translation of his grandfather’s diary which 

was fading rapidly from the aging of the ink. According to Dr. Robert W. Bruce, Foster’s 

brother, “I found that reading the original writings was so taxing and tedious that I soon 

gave it up, the pages were so faded, and were approaching the invisible. All that adds the 

more credit to Foster’s grand accomplishment and driving effort”. 

  

 

 



In 1937, Foster worked with the Department of History at Indiana University to 

jointly produce an article, “Daniel E. Bruce: Civil War Teamster” Indiana Magazine of 

History Volume XXXIII, March, 1937, pages187-198. The joint work was done with the 

editor, William O. Lynch, Professor of History, Indiana University. 

 Prior to Foster’s work with the Indiana University Department of History, he 

published the diary of his grandfather in a series of columns, Bruce, Daniel E., “Diary of 

a Civil War Veteran” Pulaski County Democrat, 3 January 1935 to 5 March 1936. 

 Foster died July 6
th

, 1942 after being ill for two years, part of this time having 

been spent in the Hines’ Veteran Hospital in Maywood, Illinois and in a similar 

institution at Fort Custer, Michigan. He found temporary relief at both places, but on 

March 12, after a trip to Florida, he became ill and gradually grew worse until the end 

came after a gallant three months’ fight for life. Burial was in Maplewood cemetery in 

Crown Point, Indiana. 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comments about Foster Bruce 

 

 

Dr. Robert W. Bruce 

(1900-1978) 

 

 

 

 

Professor of Psychology, 1922 to 1977 

Wabash College  

Crawfordsville, Indiana  
 

 

Robert was born in Crown Point, Indiana on April 7, 1900, son of Otto J. & 

Lillian (Foster) Bruce and brother to Foster Bruce, Dorothy Bruce Schlegel and Leone 

Bruce Martin. He married Louise Moon of Crawfordsville, Indiana on August 25
th

, 1928 

and was the father of two children, Emily Bruce Rolfe and Lt. Col. John Bruce. 

Dr. Bruce was a 1922 graduate with an A. B. degree in Psychology at Wabash 

College where he was a member of Lambda Chi Alpha and Phi Beta Kappa. Robert was a 

member of the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church, the Crawfordsville Music Club, a 

fifty year Mason as well as a member of the Ouiatenon Club. 

 Dr. Bruce received his A. M. in 1924 and Ph.D. degree in 1929 from the 

University of Chicago. He served in the U. S. Marine Corps in WW I and was a member 

of the American Legion. 

 Dr. Robert W. Bruce died July 30
th

, 1978 in Colorado Springs, Colorado a year 

after retiring from Wabash College, having served on the faculty for 55 years. He was 

buried in Crawfordsville, Indiana at the Oak Hill Cemetery. 

 

 



 

 

 

The 50
th

 Wedding Anniversary of  

Daniel E. & Sarah E. (Hizer) Bruce 

 

 
 

1
st
 Row: Evert Hoesel, James M. Bruce, Leone Bruce, Lucille Hoesel, Foster Bruce 

& Robert Bruce. 

 

2
nd

 Row: Milo M. Bruce, Emma Alice Bruce, Naomi E. (Bruce) Light, Daniel E. 

Bruce, Sarah E. (Hizer) Bruce, Otto J. Bruce & Cora V. (Bruce) Hoesel. 

 

3
rd

 Row: Agnes (Terry) Bruce, Henry James Bruce, William “Abe” Light, Jessie 

Light, Byron Neff, Verna Light, Mabel Light, Lillian (Foster) Bruce & John Lewis 

Hoesel. 

 

 
Photograph was taken by family friend, Bobby Southworth on October 11

th
, 1907. 



1

Daniel E. BruceHusband:

06 Jun 1836Born: Outside of Lindsey, Sandusky Co., OHin:

11 Oct 1857Married: Fulton Co., INin:
19 Jul 1920Died: Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

21 Jul 1920Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

Abraham Bruce, Sr.Father:

Sarah A. HochMother:

Other Spouses:  

Sarah Elizabeth HizerWife:

14 Nov 1839Born: Grass Creek, Wayne Twp., Fulton Co., INin:

28 Oct 1921Died: Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

30 Oct 1921Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

Aaron HizerFather:

Elizabeth TroutmanMother:
Other Spouses:  

CHILDREN

1 Naomi Ella BruceName:

15 Apr 1859Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:

19 Nov 1952Died: Noble Twp.,Cass Co., INin:

04 Dec 1952Burial: Mt. Hope Cemetery, Logansport, Cass Co., INin:

01 Nov 1877Married: in: Pulaski Co. IN

William Albert LightSpouse:

F

2 Alfred Alphar BruceName:

28 Jun 1861Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:

Married: in:
15 Jul 1862Died: Pulaski Co., INin:

Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INBurial: in:

Spouse:

M

3 Aaron A. BruceName:

26 Jan 1863Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:

Married: in:

17 Sep 1882Died: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:

18 Sep 1882Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

Spouse:

M

4 Emma Alice BruceName:

03 Jan 1868Born: Harrison Twp.,Pulsaki Co. INin:

22 Jul 1926Died: 210 Jefferson St. Rochester, Fulton Co., INin:
24 Jul 1926Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:
16 Dec 1888Married: in: Pulaski Co., IN (Book H-2 page 2)
James Henry BruceSpouse:

F

5 Otto James BruceName:

25 Oct 1870Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:
30 Dec 1954Died: Culver Hospital, Crawfordsville, INin:
02 Jan 1955Burial: Maplewood Cem., Crown Point, INin:

16 May 1894Married: in:

Lillian FosterSpouse:

M

6 Manoah Milo BruceName:

10 Feb 1873Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:
03 Mar 1947Died: Memorial Hospital, Logansport, INin:
05 Mar 1947Burial: Winamac Cem., Winamac, INin:

26 Apr 1896Married: in: Winamac, IN

Agnes TerrySpouse:

M

7 Cora Velnet BruceName:

16 Oct 1876Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:
07 Nov 1966Died: Parkview Hosp., Plymouth, INin:
10 Nov 1966Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INin:

21 May 1901Married: in: Winamac, IN

John Lewis HoeselSpouse:

F

8 Della Jeremiah BruceName:

21 Feb 1879Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:
Married: in:

14 Mar 1879Died: Pulaski County, INin:

Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INBurial: in:
Spouse:

F

9 Levi BruceName:

25 May 1882Born: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:
Married: in:

31 May 1882Died: Harrison Twp., Pulaski Co., INin:

Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Lake Bruce, Fulton Co. INBurial: in:
Spouse:

M



This letter was provided to me (Bruce M. Foster) by Emily Rolfe (daughter of Dr. Bruce) in the 
Summer of 1982. The letter was written by Dr. Robert W. Bruce to his niece, Carol (Martin) Dyer.




















































































































































































































